DMOONLETER

Valley of the Moon Natural History Association WINTER 2008

SAVE THE
DATE

ROBERT FERGUSON
OBSERVATORY
Night Sky Fall Series
December 1
7 pm
Sugarloaf
Reservations
recommended
Rfg.org or 707-833-6979
Last in the series
Fee required

HOLIDAY PARTY
Saturday
December 13
6-8 pm
House of Happy Walls

JACKO6S BI RT|
January 12th
Details forthcoming

SNARK

Sneak
Peek

Inside!
NEW EXHIBIT
COMING SOON
TO House of
Happy walls

See page 4 and5

NEW OFFICERS NEEDED FOR COUNCIL!

We are looking for volunteers to serve as Docent Council Offi-
cers for a one year term beginning in January. The offices are
President, Vice President and Secretary. The Council meets the
third Monday of the month (except July and December) at 10:00
AM in the conference room at the Jack London Museum.

The mission of the Docent Council is to work in concert with
State Park staff to assist in ensuring the Volunteers in Parks Pro-
gram is effective, efficient, productive and mission focused.
Responsibilities include:

a) Development of training classes for new Volunteers.

b) Development of enrichment classes and experiences for

existing\Volunteers.

c) Development of special events and outings for Volunteers.

d) Helping to maintain a happy and healthy work environment

for Volunteers.

e) Supporting the Volunteer Coordinator in addressing concerns,

guestions and issues of Volunteers.

Volunteers are invited and encouraged to attend regular Doce
Council meetings. We value your input.

Susan St.Marie

707-938-4827

\olunteer Coordinator

Valley of the Moon State Parks

Join us!




Vision Quest 2008 De-briefed
VMNHA FIVE YEAR PLAN

As you are no doubt aware, the VMNHA Board of Directors has been

busy this year working on the future of the Association. Thirty years s
after the its founding, the Board began an in-depth self-examination to | i
set clear long-term goals. Our Vision Quest resulted in the following |
clarification of our Mission:

AFor the inspiration and joy
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, and Jack London State Historic Park,

parkso6 extraordinary natur al and cul tur al
We then followed up with key action items that included instituting annual Director performance re-
views, identifying weaknesses or gaps that needed attention. We determined that we needed help in
fundraising, public relations and marketing.

At a follow-up meeting we decided to divide our most important goals into two short lists: one for
strengthening fiscal policy and our Board of Directors, the other for projects we wanted to see accom-
plished in our three parks.

We came up with the following list of projects we intend to support by advocacy and/or funding over
the next five years:

Annadel State Park:

A Support timely completion of a General Plan.

A Expand existing interpretive design team to assist in interpretive planning.

A Support new Visitor Center by 1) assisting with recruitment of volunteer staffing and 2) funding
design and construction of interpretive panels.

Sugarloaf Ridge State Park:

A Support interpretive polices listed in General Plan, especially Visitor Center improvements: includ-
ing taxidermied and updated exhibits, and increased staffing.

A Fund updated map exhibits to reflect current acreage and trails in park, including recent additions
of McCormick and Stern properties. AA

Jack London State Historic Park

A Restoration of Lake and Dam as described
from Bath House.

A Completion of a comprehensive |Interpret:
Improved retail sales area. Design and installation of exhibits.

Alnterior access to Stallion Barn by remo




for interpretive purposes instead of current storage of non-historic supplies.

I nterior access to Sherry Barn by removalf of
rangement of wagons currently stored there.

Roof repairs and/or replacements with historically correct materials to the following: House of

Happy Walls, Sherry Barn, Stallion Barn, Manure Pit, Distillery.

RestoreBullkEx er ci ser . A Currently two of four wpode

With your ongoing support for our fabulous parks, we look forward to following through on this ambi-

tious project list. | for one can hardly wait to push that restored bull exerciser around in circles!
Greg Hayes, VMNHA President

Autumn Thoughts from Interim District Supervisor, Mary PassA

A
Blazing trees of orange and red leaves,
crisp, misty and cool air, the first rains dampen the paths and trails,
a full bright low hanging moon in the night sky,
. and the time of year to remember what touches our lives, and what we are thankful for.
A
Over the past four mont hs | have had the opportunit:
Monahan recently retired, moving back to Southern C;:

made. Doing two jobs certainly makes me thankful for the chance to welcome our newly announced District Super-
i ntendent , Dave Goul d. A

A

A park professional for 35 years, ADave has a passi ol
his career with State Parks as a Ranger at Carpinteria SB in the Channel Coast District, he worked seasonally as a
Firefighter for the US Forest Service and as an | nt
at Mt. Tamalpais SP before taking on the duties as Supervising Ranger in the South Sector of the North Coast Red-

woods District.A This was followed with an assi gnme.]
served as the Superintendent of the Calaveras Sect ol
tendent. A Dave grew up in suburban Los Angeles and |
Poly i San Luis Obispo. Please join me in welcoming District Supervisor Dave Gould as he familiarizes himself and
visits the Silverado park uni ts. A

A

In addition, the Sonoma League for Historic Preservation is presenting the Diablo Vista District an award for the
Interpretive Restoration of the Jack London CottageA

A

The League is acknowledging the renovation wor k don:¢
and sleeping porch, and the Stone Dining Room. The League acknowledged the support made by private donors, the
State Parks Foundation and the Valley of the Moon N:
A

Also, my list of thanks extends to the VVolunteers and the Valley of the Moon Association members for sharing your

time and talents. There are never enough words to express the Department's appreciation for your continued sup-

port. AMay f al |l bring some time to spend with family
Happy Thanksgiving! Fig 4

Mary Pass
Diablo Vista District
Interim District Superintendent



Cruise of the Snark Exhibit Coming Soon !!

When the furnishing of Jack Londondés Cot't
pictures were moved there from fiJackds Of
seum. Eventually, all that remained was an empty room with a few books on the shelves.

The Exhibit Panel Committee - Sheryl Lawton, Greg Hayes, Lou Leal and Al Stumpf - has

been working on a new display of the Cruise of the Snark which should open early next

year in Jackods ol d office space. El i sa St
the layout of the exhibits.

As a historic building, the House of Happy Walls is protected from any changes which
might cause permanent damage. This means that no nails or screws can be used to attach
exhibits to the walls. The most challenging problem we had to overcome was to find a way
to mount panels without damaging the original walls.

The solution was found at the Benziger Fe
exhibits are displayed. The winery built movable walls on casters and similar walls are
now being constructed in Jackods ol d offic

When the walls are completed, we will tell the story of the Snark cruise with text panels

and photographs. A f ew years down the road, when w
Snark, other exhibits depicting aspects of the life of Jack and Charmian London can be de-

veloped to replace it.

Fortunately, Jack and Charmian London left us a rich legacy of photographs from which to
pick and choose.




Fortunately, Jack and Charmian London left us a rich
legacy of photographs from which to pick and choose.



Oops...website mishap

It was called to my attention that a
political advertisement was mistak-
enly

posted on our Association website for
a brief time before the election. |
apologize for this mishap, which goes
against our stated mission of
interpreting only our parks and not
getting involved in ideological issues.
Steps have been taken to see that it
doesn't happen again.

VMNHA Annual duesare coming up,

Valley of the Moon
Natural History Association

VMNHA

California State Parks, Valley Sector
Jack London State Historic Park
2400 London Ranch Rd.,

Glen Ellen, CA 95442
Basic Membership: $50 per year

Board of Directors:
Greg Hayes, President
Lou Leal, Vice President
Dave Chalk, Secretary
Al Stumpf, Treasurer
Larry Houghton, Docent Council
Chuck Levine MAU rep
Matt Atkinson
William Murray

renew early and help us save on postag®iticles submitted for publication are welcome
$ 50basic membership and should be received by the 10th of the
. month, unless prior arrangements have been
$100 Gold membershlp made. Send to estancil@earthlink.net
$250 Platinum membership
Please mail to address on the right
Thank you and Happy Holidays




